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Myanmar’s Spring Revolution is
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not only fought on the battlefield.
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Swedish
Defence
University
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In collaboration with
“Land, Labor, Love,
and Revolution,” a
project by professors
Hilary Faxon &
Jenny Hedstrom.
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Women’s work is critical
to revolutionary projects,
yet is often written out of
war stories.

After the 2021 Myanmar military coup, new and renewed
patterns of violence, displacement and resistance

spread across the countryside, disrupting and reworking
agrarian life. Bringing together interdisciplinary feminist
insights from the fields of war studies, political ecology,
and geography, this project draws on methodologies such
as participatory photography and critical mapping to
understand gendered relations of land, labor, and love in
the Myanmar Spring Revolution. Through collaborations
with farmers, artists, and activists, we seek both to
document everyday experience and to enact a more
emancipatory politics.

Learn more at:
bit.ly/LandLaborLoveRevolution

This project is co-led by
Hilary Faxon and Jenny Hedstrom.

Our collaborators include:

Zin Mar Phyo, Mi Mi, Htoi Pan, Moe Kha Yae, Ka Yay, JC,
Nicole Venker, and Fortify Rights.

About Fortify Rights

Fortify Rights works to ensure human rights for all. We investigate
violations, engage people with power on solutions, and strengthen human
rights defenders. We believe in the influence of evidence-based research,
the power of strategic truth-telling, and the importance of working

in close collaboration with individuals, communities, and movements
pushing for change. Fortify Rights is an independent nonprofit
organization registered in the United States and Switzerland.



Jenny Hedstrom
Project Co-Lead

An Associate Professor in War Studies at the Swedish
Defence University, Jenny’s research and teaching concerns
the relationship between households, gender, and warfare;
gender, transitions, and peacebuilding; women’s activism and
resistance; and ethics and methods when researching war.

Together with Elisabeth Olivius, she is the editor of the

edited collection “Waves of Upheaval in Myanmar: Gendered
Transformations and Political Transitions” (NIAS Press,

2023). Together with Hilary Faxon she leads “Land, Labour, Love
and Revolution”— a collaboration with farmers, artists, students
and activists to trace and understand gendered relations of land,
labour and love in the Myanmar Spring Revolution.

Hilary Faxon
Project Co-Lead
@HilaryFaxon

An Assistant Professor of Environmental Social Science at
the University of Montana, Hilary’s research, teaching and
public scholarship investigates environment, development and
technology with a focus on social justice in the Global South.

She is currently working on a book titled, ‘Surviving the State:
Struggles for Land and Democracy in Myanmar,’ that provides
a feminist ethnography of how farmers, activists and officials
negotiated a decade of military-liberal democracy in Myanmar.
She co-leads the “Land, Labor, Love and Revolution” project
with Jenny Hedstrom.

Zin Mar Phyo

Researcher

A women’s rights activist originally from Mon State, now based
in Chiang Mai, Thailand. She has worked with local women’s
organizations in Myanmar since 2005. She is also a feminist
journalist, and former editor of Honest Information online
media, writing articles focusing on the situation of gender
justice and women in conflict areas in Myanmar.

tamyumkung
[lustrator

tamyumkung is a multimedia specialist and illustrator with
Fortify Rights.






My name

is Ka Yay.x

xher chosen pseudonym

,,__,:"? }_,://2' I'm an ordinary

single mother.
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Not everyone is happy for my
success as a single mother.

Many want to
see me fail.
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I didn’t care before,
but now I fear them.

In my village, most people
are military informants.
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They started monitoring our home.
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The coup has taken away all
my dreams and ambitions

for my children.




We won’t go to
schools run by
the military.

Now, we just look for
bamboo shoots to sell
so we can afford food.

I'm devastated,
but at least
we are together.

That’s what I
thought, but there
was more to come.
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Mom, I will join
the People’s
Defence Force.
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What if you e
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you to go! -
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Parents only want the best
for their children. We never
want to see them struggle.




Still, I helped him
pack. We placed his
bag in a rice sack,

so it looked like he
was helping me to
> g deliver things.
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It was the beginning of a
long journey that has left my
family scattered to this day.







All of us
helped him
pack, and he
left in the

morning.

My eldest son was
joining the People’s

Defence Force [to fight
the military junta]c.’
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Then it
hit me..
my family will
be separated
in lfe.

But I couldn’t stop
myself from crying.

I am proud

that my son

will dedicate
his life to the
revolution.




People started
suspecting he had
joined the PDF.

The military was also
abducting the parents
). of PDF members.

This is what other
parenl’s were doingx iq the
newspapers to avoid

being arrested.




Why would I ever
abandon my son, who
is living a just life?

My son, whatever
happens, mom will
stand in front of you
and stand by you.




I could run
to safety in

Thailand.

But I couldn’t
bring myself

to leave my
daughters.

In the end, my daughters
convinced me to go.




In Thailand, I can work hard
and earn money for them.

For my son in the forest, and
my good daughters, who were
left in the village.




Now, I'm a
housekeeper
tn a hotel.

I work all day,
and call home
at night

e I must keep living
for my children.

I will make
sure they never

’ have to be

= sad and small

in life,






This is a letter from
/ a revolutionary mother.

Children in the forest, the PDFs [People’s

Defence Force] and internally displaced,

who are facing hardships and suffering...
All of you are still very young.

Some days you have the strength and
motivation, and some days you feel down.
I want to tell you: don’t give up.

Stay strong.

Even if you feel dejected and defeated,
remember your resilience and other
children whose lives were taken so
early from them, who were felled
unjustly, and those who were violently
separated from their families.
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Continue pushing forward.
Revolt for them and their
families, for every fallen
child in the forest.

Stay supportive of each
other and stay united.

For parents with children
in the revolution, please
support them. Give them
strength and emotional support.
Support them in whatever
way you can.

Stand by your children.



At least I am fortunate enough
to still have the chance to speak
to my children everyday. For families
who lost their children to the coup,
I am with you. I feel for you.

I hope, one day, justice will be
served for everything you have
suffered through. There are
many families like mine.

Some will never be able to see
their children again because they
were taken from them so soon.

All of us, let’s never give up!
We must keep going so we can
reunited with our families
one day.

- QGQ

Ka Yay




Women, like Ka Yay, labor daily to
support families and fighters in
Myanmar’s ongoing resistance against
the 2021 coup d’état. The international
community should recognize the
people’s revolution and not legitimize
the military junta.
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Single mother méconmaacs
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Women’s wa!( is

G
revolutionary work. {5‘
This is the story of y ?.,1
“Ka Yay,” a mother " .
from southeast e i ¢
Myanmar, who leads her: ! ;
revolutionary family. _;*F );
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Fortify Rights created this in

collaboration with “Land, Labor, Love,

and Revolution,” a project by professors Learn more at:

Hilary Faxon & Jenny Hedstrom. bit.ly/LandLaborLoveRevolution



